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The time has kept on “fugit-ing” and here it is time for another column.  There is a 
lot to talk about as we enter the so-called “non-flying” part of the year. 
 

The most important thing is, of course, the flying field .  The grass  has finally 
sprouted!!!  It is looking very good, and the weeds have begun to retreat, as weeds 
usually do this time of year.  Field Marshall Mike (Marthaler) and I are meeting soon 
with Steve Downin, a turf expert, to decide what the grass needs to ensure a 
healthy stand for next flying season.  I would imagine it will involve some fertilizer, 

and possibly some sort of weed treatment, so we will probably be looking at spending some $$$ before the next         
meeting (November 13th.) 
 

I want to urge every member to think about the need to establish a mowing  procedure and schedule that is fair and 
equitable.  The growing season will be upon us before we know it and we need to be ready.  We also need to be con-
sidering the possibility of installing a fabric surface runway on part of the field.  While the fabric would involve a good 
size expenditure (roughly $3,500.00) it could give us a very nice runway for our models that like a smoother surface.  
Hopefully, we will be voting on this in February or March.  If you’re not familiar with the discussion on this topic that’s 
taken place so far, e-mail me with any questions you have.  I’ll be glad to answer.  In the mean time, members, feel 
free to visit the field and bring a plane to fly.  It is flyable for some of the larger models, and I believe even a 40 size 
plane can handle it. 
 

Our next meeting is November 13th, and, as we don’t meet in December, it is the last meeting of 2007, so everyone, 
please try to make this meeting. 
 

We are looking forward to the January meeting/holiday party .  I am meeting soon with Sadie at her restaurant in the 
Clover Shopping Center at 25th and Beam Rd.  We will be discussing arrangements for holding the meeting/party 
there. It will include food and various activities.  Mark your calendars for Saturday, January 12th, 2008.  Shannon Ort 
will be helping with the preparations, and she is very good at this, so it should be a very enjoyable evening for               
everyone, including spouses. 
 

We will be participating once again in the Earth Day celebration  at the Bartholomew County Recycle Center.  It is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 12th, 2008.  We had good turn out this past spring, so let’s try to make it an even better 
one this time. 
 

Next on the 2008 schedule is the club fund raiser Yard Sale , to be held once again at the Recycle Center.  It will take 
place the weekend following Earth Day, Friday, May 2nd, and Saturday, May 3rd.  Everyone start getting your sale items 
ready; let’s make the second one even bigger than the first!!! 
 

We have permission to fly in the gym at St. Peter’s School .  The endorsement for our club insurance coverage ar-
rived Friday, October 26th, which means our AMA insurance extends to our indoor flying activities in the St. Peter’s 
gym.  We have scheduled the first and third Sunday evenings of November and December, from 7 p.m. until 9 p.m., so 
come and have fun flying indoor models.  I am working to schedule more opportunities in January, February, and 
March, possibly getting the gym every  Sunday .  I’ll let you know soon. 

 
(continued on next page) 
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Membership renewals  are due between the January meeting and the February meeting, and new keys for the field 
will be given to those who renew their membership.  The lock will be changed in January, so, after that date, your old 
key will not gain you access to the field.  Please remember, also, that there is a late fee if you renew after the February 
meeting. 
 
It has been an eventful year.  While we were somewhat frustrated by the lack of grass on our flying field, it looks as if 
we will have a very good flying surface in the spring, whether we decide to add the fabric on half of the runway or not.  
Meanwhile, we have a healthy treasury, a very respectable number of members, and we are moving forward.  This 
club exists for its members, and your participation is valued and appreciated.  Let’s make 2008 the year that RC flying 
finds a great home in Bartholomew County. 
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Let’s touch base on Fun Scale Expert. Fun Scale Expert follows the same rules as Fun Scale 
Novice.  You can review the article from the last newsletter that addresses the basics of Fun 
Scale Novice. 
 
In most cases, one can compete in Fun Scale Novice until they are comfortable with moving 
to Fun Scale Expert. The one exception is the Scale Nationals held every year at the AMA site 
in Muncie, IN.  At the Scale Nationals you are allowed to fly in Fun Scale Novice during one 
event.  Any subsequent years you will have to move to Fun Scale Expert or another class. 

 
On to Sport Scale Sportsman:  
Competing in Sport Scale Sportsman requires a complete documentation package and your plane is static judged just 
like everyone in Sport Scale Expert, Team Scale and Designer Scale. This portion of the contest is one of the major 
differences in Sport Scale versus Fun Scale. If you recall in Fun Scale you get 5 points for static or 0.  Judging for that 
is usually done just prior to the first flight by the flight judges.  Actually this is a very simple process. The other major 
difference is that the “builder of the model rule” applies in all classes except Fun Scale. No ARF’s or purchased mod-

els built by someone else are allowed. Your entry can be from a 
“build it yourself kit”, scratch built or even an original design.  
Build it yourself kits are not as plentiful as they were from years 
past but there is still a good number available.  Another option 
is to use one of the many kit cutters to cut your kit for you. 

In the future there will be an article that goes more in depth in 
how to put together a good documentation package. In essence 
one needs to provide a binder to a panel of judges. The binder 
needs to provide a brief description of your model, a brief de-
scription of the full size counterpart, a set of three view draw-
ings and something that clearly documents the color and mark-
ings of the full size.  During static judging your plane will be 
judged in three categories.  
· Outline, worth a total of 40 points 
· Finish color and markings, worth 30 points 
· Craftsmanship, worth 30 points  

                                                                                                                     
The total possible score is 100 points. To have a look at the static score sheet go to:  
http://www.nasascale.org/pdfs/rc-sportStatic.pdf 
 

(continued on next page) 
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Club member Billy Thompson took 6th place in 
the Open Class at the 2007 Scale Masters  

= Photo by Mitch Baker 



Hello Again!   Another month has gone by and we are fast approaching the Thanksgiving     
Holiday. This is one of my favorite times of the year, as it probably is for many of you.  

I look forward to the time with family and friends and the smells of fall and of course our                 
families Thanksgiving feast. 

But this year there is something else that I am very thankful for, Mother Natures ability to 
change a rough weed infested track of land into a flying field runway, and she has done a great 
job with our runway in the last month.  

Less than a month ago Russ and I ran our mowers through weeds that were three feet tall and 
very dry, dusty soil. At times I lost sight of Russ in the dust storm that our mowers created. But 

what a transformation has occurred. 

On Saturday November 3rd Stan Durnal, Russ Kuhn and yours truly were out at the field exercising our lawn tractors 
again. Stan and Russ were grooming the new grass (yes grass!) on the field proper as I began mowing parts of the pit 
area and along the access road to the pits. When we were finished we decided to move the safety benches to their 
approximate final positions giving the field a decidedly finished look. Stan came with a couple of planes and guess 
what? He flew off the field with complete success!! 

In the next couple of weeks our field will receive a good vacuuming with my yard vacuum and a good aeration in 
preparation for an application of fertilizer and eventually an over seeding with more grass. 

But at this point it is very usable and I would recommend that you take a trip out there and look it over. Take a plane 
with you and if you feel comfortable with the look of the field get in a flight or two.  

It will be changing rapidly in the next few weeks with other items being added such as   
flying stations, and barriers (weather permitting). 

So enjoy your Thanksgiving Holiday and take a little time to get out to our NEW “usable” 
flying field. 

Until next month, keep on diggin. 
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Static judging typically takes place prior to the first round of flying.  Larger events will have static judging the day be-
fore the flying rounds begin.  At a smaller contest, static judging will take place usually on Saturday morning just prior 
to the first round of flying. 
 
With regards to the differences in flying maneuvers, the required maneuvers are the same as Fun Scale. The differ-
ence comes in the options. Three scale operations can be used as optional maneuvers in your flight plan. For exam-
ple, retracts, flaps and bomb drop could be three optional maneuvers. In addition if you have a plane with multiple en-
gines you can also you that as a fourth option. 

You can review all of the Scale Competition Regulations on the AMA web site at:                                                                    
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/rulebooks/Scale .pdf 
 

In the next article we will review Sport Scale Expert class and how it differs from Sport Scale Sportsman. Along 
with the basics of Designer Scale.   
 
Stay tuned.��



As Safety Coordinator of a newly formed Radio Control Model Airplane Club consisting primarily 
of experienced builders and pilots with a yet to be dedicated runaway, I struggled a bit in the 
selection of a meaningful safety related topic for my first column.   

After a few false starts I figured since the majority of our club members have been around RC 
planes and flying fields for some time, an appropriate newsletter topic might just be safety and 
the experienced RC club member.    

Most of us have been associated with RC flight long enough to recognize an unsafe situation or 
action.  Many of us have seen a few of them and in some instances witnessed the predictable 
results and, all of us at one time or another have been the recipient of an injury as a result of 
own casualness towards personal risk.  

 Just to be clear, I’m not talking about unavoidable accidents or accidents involving inanimate 
objects.  I’m talking about avoidable personal injuries.   

For example, I will never forget my first meaningful experience with cyanoacrylate (CA) glue.  Upon my return to   
building after years of absence, I was impressed by the speed and ease at which one could join balsa with CA glue.  I 
read the warnings regarding skin contact, I built with CA and occasionally I even experienced some minor adhesion 
when my fingers got too close to a joint.  By anyone’s definition, I was knowledgeable, experienced and aware of the 
aggressiveness of CA glue.   

Yes, I was all those things but, I really didn’t take the risk seriously until I accidentally applied more CA to a joint than 
the balsa could absorb.  It was then, in the middle of a rather painful response to the excess glue, that my attitude to-
wards the well published personal risk changed.  To this day I am still not sure which hurt the most.  The rapidly in-
creasing heat from the exothermic reaction of the glue and my skin or the pain that I was inflecting on myself in an   
effort to separate my now securely bonded fingers.  Needless to say, it was exceedingly uncomfortable and to top that 
off, after achieving separation I carried a visible reminder my casual attitude towards personal safety for about two 
weeks 

I had been aware of the personal risk associated with the handling of CA but, I failed to take that risk seriously enough 
to do anything to prevent it.  Although relatively minor as accidents go, I had inflected an injury on myself by virtue of 
my casual attitude towards safety.   Gee, does that sound familiar to anyone?    

I don’t have statistics on such behavior but, I am willing to bet that a very high percentage the avoidable personal    
injury accidents encountered by experienced individuals are simply the result of a casual attitude towards safety.   
Contrary to what many lawyers argue, most avoidable injuries do not occur because of a lack of experience.  Most  
occur as a result of the lack of use of that experience.    

In the coming newsletters I plan on sharing some interesting and educational safety related information.  In the mean 
time, the best safety related advice that I can think of is to work on adopting a safety conscious attitude towards all 
aspects of our hobby.  When it comes to safety, experience alone just doesn’t get the job done.   
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Club Member:   Mike Marthaler     Officer: Field Marshal  Member Since:   Charter  
Telephone #:    812-342-1475  E-Mail: Marthalers@sbcglobal.net 

Background :  I started flying about 1985 here in Columbus. I was taught to fly by my boss at 
the time Frank George (now retired from Cummins). I learned on Frank’s Trainer 40 and really 
punished that poor plane.  At one point while practicing on a buddy box out at Ceraland I made 
a final turn to line up on the runway and dropped behind a line of trees I thought I was already 
in front of.  A few seconds later the fuselage of the trainer came roaring through the tree line 
without the wing.  It did the yard dart impersonation and stuck solidly in the dirt.  Needless to 

say I was horrified and Frank could not stop laughing.  He was a very good sport.  I rebuilt the plane (Frank said better 
than he had originally) and eventually soloed. 
 
As my son and daughter came along my flying time diminished. I was at one point before their arrivals reasonably 
good at flying. (I taught a couple of friends how to fly.)  

Now that both are in college I hope to get out more and get back into the flying part of the hobby. That’s why I am so 
excited about the new field! 

I am a builder at heart and have built many planes in the past 20 years….at last count over 40.  Several were built for 
others.  

My other passion that goes hand in hand with the building and flying is my fascination with machine tools.  In the       
attached pictures of my basement workshop you will see a mix of planes and tools including lathes, mills, drill press, 
shop hydraulic press, band saw, radial arm saw, stationary sanders, and many hand tools. (One of my metal lathes 
was patented in 1876 and pedal powered) My air compressor and welders are in the garage. 

I use these tools to make lots of stuff, and I have converted several weed whackers to aircraft engines. 

So if you need something made, please feel free to talk to me. I can probably help. 

What do you fly? :  
· Tower Trainer 40 (on wheels or skis) 
· Fokker DR1 quarter scale 
· Fokker DVII electric converted to .10 gas 
· Foamies from Wal-Mart 

 

 Working on:  
· Nieuport 17 quarter scale (81” wingspan) 
· Semi-scale 72” wingspan GAF Nomad twin .40’s engine STOL  

 
 Planes I have that I have flown but currently remov ed flying gear:  

· Morris Mustang Fun Fly (was Fox 50 powered) 
· Fun Fly type stick (.40 powered) 

 
Planes in various stages of completion:  

· .40 powered Warthog (pusher) 
· F4 Phantom .40 powered (tractor)  
· .40 powered Piper Cub 
· Long-EZ converted for Water (very unique)  
· Fly-Baby Bipe ¼ scale        
             

(continued on next page) 
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I also have 20+ plans of everything from .15 powered Sea planes to 120” span twin jet like models including 106” span 
C130 and RC parachutist, and many pusher designs. I also have one Gyro copter design. 

I also collaborated with a good friend and I drew the plans for a .40 powered biplane that I then built from these plans 
and have flown. It is a great flyer! 

Interests:  

· Building 
· Machining 
· Restoring machinery 
· Converting weed whackers 
· Flying  
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· 90-120 Super Sportster w/SuperTigre 90 (G model)  

· 12 flights complete RTF  Conquest radio, originally set up for JR.   
· HiTech BB servos on ailerons JR  517 elsewhere.   
· Last flown on 10/13.          $300 (not an ARF)  

 
· 75% completed Fun 51          $45  
· 90% completed Calypso pattern plane w/retracts. (no tank or valve)   $75  
· 80% completed Balsa USA Cub 108" with some minor hanger rash.  (no LG)  $150  
 

See:  Stan Durnal  Stan.Durnal@claas.com  
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Southern Indian R/C Modelers 14th Annual Swap Meet 
 

Saturday, Nov. 17th, 2007 
 
Charlestown Civic Center, Charlestown, IN 
  
10 am to 2 pm  (dealers admitted at 9am) 
  
For more info: Mike Caldwell 812-246-4389 (evenings)   mikeandpaula2@juno.com 
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We, "The Madison County R/C Flyers Inc ." would like to invite you as a Vendor, or modeler  
to come and participate in our up-coming Ninth Annual Swap Meet, Saturday Nov. 24, 2007  
 
Doors open from 9am to 2pm -- Vendor set up begins at 7:30 am. 
 
The location is at the  Anderson Municipal Airport, Anderson, IN --- approximately 30 miles 
northeast of Indianapolis on I-69.   Exit I-69 at Indiana State Road 32 ( Chesterfield Exit ) 
then go west 4 miles --- airport is on the left.    For those of you who fly full scale just fly in 
and you're there.  Hope to see you here.    

PS:  There is to be an Indoor "Electric Fly-In" following the swap meet again this year, approximate time 2:30 pm bring 
your plane --  or buy one at the Swap Meet.   

Event Coordinator:   Ron Pierce   (765) 649-5782               
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Following is a list of the BCRCF club officers and their contact information. 

President 
Jim Sachleben 
E mail: bcrcfliers@yahoo.com 
Cell phone: 812-350-8774 
  
Vice President 
Mike Bealmear 
E mail: bealmearm@comcast.net 
Home Phone: 812-379-4770 
Cell Phone: 812-350-7793 
  
Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Kuhn 
Home Phone: 812-342-3031 

Webmaster 
Steve Ort 
E mail: BCRCFwbmstr@aol.com 
Phone: 812-524-5784 
 
Safety Coordinator 
Jack Baxter 
E mail: jandrbaxter@iquest.net 
Home Phone: 812-372-6740 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Rick Anderson 
E mail: anderson_rvs@sbcglobal.net 
Phone: 812-342-1172 

Field Marshall 
Mike Marthaler 
aka FMM (Field Marshall Mike) 
E mail: marthalers@sbcglobal.net 
Home phone: 812-342-1475 
 
Minister of Information 
(Publicity and Promotion) 
Greg Emerick 
E mail: gregemerick@comcast.net 
Home Phone: 812-526-9350 
 
 

BCRCF field is east of Columbus, Indiana. From I-65 take the 
Route 46 exit and follow that through Columbus just past Pe-
tersville. See the map  to right. 
 

BCRCF Club Meetings  are held the second Tuesday of 
every month beginning at 7:30 at St. Peter's School .         
St. Peter's School is located at 719 5th Street in Columbus, IN���
 
Send us an e-mail today for more information.                                       
E-mail: bcrcfliers@yahoo.com  
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Picture above and to left is a satellite view of the 
field. The different colors represent areas of the 
field as follows. 

· Grey is the driveway. 
· Blue is the pit area. 
· Yellow is the flight line. 
· Red is the taxiway. 
· Green is the runway.  

To put all of this in to perspective the runway 
is 75 feet wide X 500 feet long.  


